
Gregory D. Johnsen, a former Fulbright Fellow in Yemen, is currently a PhD candidate in Near 

Eastern Studies at Princeton University and the co-founder and author of the blog               

Waq al-Waq: Islam and Insurgency in Yemen. In 2009, he was a member of the USAID's      

conflict assessment team for Yemen. His essays on Yemen have appeared in The New York 

Times, Foreign Policy, Newsweek, The American Interest, The Independent, The Boston Globe, 

and The National. A frequent commentator and guest on NPR and CNN, Johnsen has also 

been a Fulbright-Hays Fellow in Egypt and a Peace Corps volunteer in Jordan. Johnsen is the 

author of The Last Refuge: Yemen, Al-Qaeda, and America’s War in Arabia (W.W. Norton and 

Company, 2013). Originally from Nebraska, he currently lives in Brooklyn, New York. 
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